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The following are minutes of the Bettendorf Board of Adjustment and are a synopsis of the discussion that took place at this meeting and as such may not include the entirety of each statement made.  The minutes of each meeting do not become official until approved at the next board meeting.

MINUTES

BETTENDORF BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

APRIL 10, 2008

5:00 P.M.

Chairman Stelk called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Item 1.  Roll Call
PRESENT:
Eikenberry, Stelk, Voelliger

ABSENT:
Howe, McElhiney

STAFF:
Fuhrman, Soenksen

Item 2.  Review of Board Procedures.

Item 3. The Board to review and approve the minutes of the meeting of March 13, 2008.

On motion by Eikenberry, seconded by Voelliger, that the minutes of the meeting of March 13, 2008 be approved as submitted.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

Item 4.  The Board to hold a public hearing on the following items:

a.
Case 08-017; 3027 State Street (I-2) - A request for a special location plan to allow off-site parking, submitted by Jewell Group.

b.
Case 08-023; 3027 State Street (I-2) - A request for a variance to allow parking in a required front yard, submitted by Jewell Group.

Stelk asked if there was an affidavit of publication.  Soenksen stated that notice of public hearing had been received.  Notice and affidavit of publication are Annex #2 to these minutes.

Soenksen reviewed the staff reports.  Staff reports are Annex #3 and Annex #4 to these minutes.  

There being no one present wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to the request, Stelk closed the public hearing.

On motion by Eikenberry, seconded by Voelliger, that the request for a special location plan to allow off-site parking be approved in accordance with the Decision and Order.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

On motion by Voelliger, seconded by Eikenberry, that the request for a variance to allow parking in a required front yard be approved in accordance with the Decision and Order.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

Decision and Orders are Annex #5 and Annex #6 to these minutes.

c.
Case 08-024; 2242 State Street (C-3) - A request for a special use permit to allow a bar, cocktail lounge, and tavern, submitted by Melissa Newsom.

Stelk asked if there was an affidavit of publication.  Soenksen stated that notice of public hearing had been received.  Notice and affidavit of publication are Annex #2 to these minutes.

Soenksen reviewed the staff report.  Staff report is Annex #7 to these minutes.  

Soenksen stated that a letter in opposition to the request had been received and would be placed on file. 

Stelk asked if there was anyone present wishing to speak in favor of the request.

Melissa Newsom, the applicant, stated that the manager of The Tobacco Outlet had indicated a willingness to allow patrons of the proposed bar to use their parking lot.  

Gerald Moss, the owner of the building, stated when it was used for a bar in the past, there had never been any parking complaints.  He added that he plans to make a $20,000 investment in repairs and renovations.

Jim Marshall, 2244 State Street, stated that he is the owner of the adjacent building in which Action TV is located.  He explained that whenever the service of alcohol has been involved, there have been problems caused by the patrons.  He indicated that he must pick up bottles, trash, and hose down the sidewalk.  Marshall stated that he has lost tenants in the past because of the noise and the inebriated patrons who use his front hallway.  He stated that there are numerous problems related to the dearth of parking in the area, adding that there is no off-street parking for the building at 2242 State Street.  He indicated that in the past the patrons of the various businesses have used his parking lot and that he has been forced to contact the Police Department in order to force them to move their vehicles.  Marshall stated that there are already 14 bars and places to purchase alcohol located in the downtown area and that another one is not necessary.

Moss stated that there is ample parking and that he cannot control where customers park their vehicles.  He indicated that he chose the applicants to rent his building as they are willing to make improvements to the property.

Newsom stated that she plans to be respectful of the neighbors and expects an older crowd.

Voelliger commented that Marshall could approach the City Council to request that the area in front of his business be designated as a loading zone during certain hours of  weekdays.

There being no one present wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to the request, Stelk closed the public hearing.

On motion by Voelliger, seconded by Eikenberry, that the request for a special use permit to allow a bar, cocktail lounge, and tavern be approved in accordance with the Decision and Order.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

Decision and Order is Annex #8 to these minutes.

d.
Case 08-025; 3323 Magnolia Court (R-2) - A request for a variance to allow a 6-foot high fence in a required front yard, submitted by Kelly Langston.  

Stelk asked if there was an affidavit of publication.  Soenksen stated that notice of public hearing had been received.  Notice and affidavit of publication are Annex #2 to these minutes.

Soenksen reviewed the staff report.  Staff report is Annex #9 to these minutes.  

Stelk asked if there was anyone present wishing to speak in favor of the request.

Dan Langston, the applicant, stated that he would be willing to place the proposed fence at the point where the grade changes, approximately 4-5 feet from the sidewalk.  

Lee Genz, 3311 Magnolia Court, expressed support for the request as it will provide additional privacy and security for the property.  

Jeff Weindruch, 3305 Magnolia Court, expressed support for the request.  He asked if the proposed fence would impede access for utility vehicles should repairs become necessary.  

Angela Harrell, 3213 Magnolia Court, explained that there are many small children who live in the neighborhood and indicated that the proposed fence would provide additional security for them.  

Voelliger asked if 1 ½ feet is an adequate distance from the sidewalk.  Soenksen reiterated that the applicant would be willing to place the fence further from the sidewalk should the Board desire him to do so.  Voelliger asked for clarification regarding the location of the property line.   Soenksen explained that typically the property line is located 1 foot behind the sidewalk.  

Voelliger asked if the proposed fence would encompass the entire yard.  Soenksen stated that it would surround the rear yard.  

There being no one present wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to the request, Stelk closed the public hearing.

On motion by Eikenberry, seconded by Voelliger, that the request for a variance to allow a 6-foot high fence in a required front yard be approved in accordance with the Decision and Order and the additional condition that it be placed as close as practicable to the top of the slope of the yard.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

Decision and Order is Annex #10 to these minutes.

e.
Case 08-030; 2455 Eagle Circle (R-5) - A request for a variance to reduce the required front yard setback from 25 feet to 22 feet to allow construction of a garage addition, submitted by Doug Palmer.  

Stelk asked if there was an affidavit of publication.  Soenksen stated that notice of public hearing had been received.  Notice and affidavit of publication are Annex #2 to these minutes.

Soenksen reviewed the staff report.  Staff report is Annex #11 to these minutes.  

Stelk asked if there was anyone present wishing to speak in favor of the request.

Doug Palmer, the applicant, stated that he has received letters of approval from all of the utility companies that would be affected by the proposed addition.  He commented that only the corner of the proposed addition would intrude into the setback.

There being no one present wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to the request, Stelk closed the public hearing.

On motion by Voelliger, seconded by Eikenberry, that the request for a variance to reduce the required front yard setback from 25 feet to 22 feet to allow construction of a garage addition be approved in accordance with the Decision and Order.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

Decision and Order is Annex #12 to these minutes.

There being no further business, it was unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at approximately 5:40 p.m.

These minutes and annexes approved














John Soenksen, City Planner







